
 
2026-2027 Colorado Springs Youth Symphony Association 

Advanced Jazz Band Audition Instructions 
 

Audition Requirements (All Instruments): 

1.​ Play a full range chromatic scale (except drums) - no tempo requirement. 

Piano - use two hands in octaves. Guitar - three octaves. 

2.​ Play the musical excerpt on your instrument’s specific audition page, 

preferably with a metronome or recording of the arrangement (found here - 

https://jwpepper.com/crescent-river-ramble-2474100/p) 

3.​ Improv on “Eb Blues” in the uptempo swing style (backing tracks can be 

found all over the internet, but this one is preferable - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9skAcih1eLs 

 

Rhythm Section 

●​ Bass - On the “Eb Blues” track, go ahead and solo one or two choruses, and 

then walk a bass line for one or two choruses. In addition, play “Crescent 

River Ramble” (link above in #2). 

●​ Guitar - On the “Eb Blues” track, play one or two choruses of improvisation, 

then comp one or two choruses (outlining the chords). In addition, play 

“Crescent River Ramble” (link above in #2). 

●​ Piano - On the “Eb Blues” track, play one or two choruses of improvisation, 

then comp one or two choruses (outlining the chords). In addition, play 

“Crescent River Ramble” (link above in #2). 

●​ Drums - All drummers will be asked to play five (5) separate 16-bar phrases 

as follows:  

○​ 16-bars at the marked tempo, in the appropriate style trading 4’s” 

divided alternatively as four bars of time, four bars of solo, etc. with 

metronome audible.  

■​ Medium Swing at 𝅘𝅥 = 120  
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■​ Bossa Nova at 𝅘𝅥 = 120 

■​ Fast Swing at 𝅘𝅥 = 200 

■​ Contemporary Straight 8* (ECM/fusion) at 𝅘𝅥 = 144 

■​ Swing shuffle at 𝅘𝅥 = 120 

○​ Play the required etude on the “Crescent River Ramble” page. All 

details are there.  
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